
 Dear Parents, 

 It’s hard to believe that we are nearing the end of 2022!  It’s been a year filled with change, 
 growth and challenges.  While it’s been amazing to have everyone back in person and to have 
 restrictions lifted, we are now learning to navigate what’s become the new normal - which isn’t 
 always so normal!   I’m sure you’d agree that the world has taken a few steps backwards in 
 terms of social skills, patience and common sense.  But, we have to continue to remember that 
 as long as we continue to rise after each fall and each step back, we will grow and become that 
 much stronger.  I am confident that 2023 will hold many new promises and will be a year that 
 shows that our endurance through all of the challenges of the past few years will have made us 
 stronger and better human beings. 

 I am lucky enough to see examples of this hope every day in the hallways of our school.  The 
 students continue to be beacons of a brighter future and they are consistent reminders of what 
 is truly important.  There are many lessons that can be learned from them - don’t sweat the 
 small stuff, focus on the positives and learn lessons from both the good and the bad 
 experiences.   Together, school and home have combined to instill these values in our students 
 and that partnership is truly valued. 

 A few hours ago I traveled with our fourth grade students to an assisted living facility where the 
 students sang holiday songs for the residents.  It was a mutually enriching experience for old 
 and young.  You could see the residents buoyed by the bright spirits and youthful voices and 
 could also see how good the students felt for making a difference in the residents’ lives.  It was 
 an impactful experience which allowed me to reflect on the journey of life.  Seeing both ends of 
 the spectrum of life helps one to appreciate what’s really important in life - kindness, caring and 
 compassion .  Again, the small worries don’t really matter when you put things in perspective. 

 My wish for you this holiday season is that you also take the time to put life into perspective. 
 Stop every once in a while throughout the busy season and think about how fortunate you are to 
 have your families, your homes, good food and good friends.  There are many traditions that are 
 celebrated in the month of December, but each tradition has something in common.  They all 
 share a message of faith,  joy, peace and hope.  Sometimes the best way to appreciate this is to 
 do what our students did today - think outside of yourself and give to others.  It was clear that 
 our students lives were enriched by giving back to the senior members of our community.  Let’s 
 try to look for opportunities like that more often and remember the messages and hope of this 
 holiday season. 

 On behalf of the entire staff at Eugene Auer, thanks for all that you do and may your holidays 
 and the new year be filled with only good things! 

 Sincerely, 

 Ken Gutmann 


